
 
SUGGESTED READINGS FOR FUNERALS  

St. Mary’s & St. Peter’s Church, Bagillt 

Psalm 23 
1 The Lord is my shepherd: 
therefore can I lack nothing. 
  
2 He shall make me to lie down in green pastures: 
and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort. 
  
3 He shall refresh my soul: 
and bring me forth in the right way for his name’s sake. 
  
4 Yea, though I walk through the darkest valley, 
I will fear no evil: 
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff comfort me. 
 
5 Thou shalt prepare a table before me, 
in the presence of them that trouble me: 
thou hast anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup shall be full. 
  
6 Yea thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life: 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
 
Psalm 121 
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills: 
from where is my help to come? 
  
2 My help comes from the Lord: 
the maker of heaven and earth. 
  
3 He will not suffer your foot to stumble: 
he who watches over you will not sleep. 
  
4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel: 
shall neither slumber nor sleep. 
  
5 The Lord himself watches over you: 
the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 
  
6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day: 
neither the moon by night. 
  
7 The Lord shall keep you from all evil: 
it is he who shall keep your soul. 
  
8 The Lord shall keep watch over your going out 
and your coming in: 
from this time forth for evermore. 
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Psalm 139 (1-13) 
1    O Lord, you have searched me out and known me;  
you know my sitting down and my rising up; 
you discern my thoughts from afar. 
 
2    You mark out my journeys and my resting place  
and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 
3    For there is not a word on my tongue,  
but you, O Lord, know it altogether. 
 
4    You encompass me behind and before  
and lay your hand upon me. 
 
5    Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,  
so high that I cannot attain it. 
 
6    Where can I go then from your spirit?  
Or where can I flee from your presence? 
 
7    If I climb up to heaven, you are there;  
if I make the grave my bed, you are there also. 
 
8    If I take the wings of the morning  
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
 
9    Even there your hand shall lead me,  
your right hand hold me fast. 
 
10  If I say, ‘Surely the darkness will cover me  
and the light around me turn to night,’ 
 
11  Even darkness is no darkness with you; 
the night is as clear as the day;  
darkness and light to you are both alike. 
 
12  For you yourself created my inmost parts;  
you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
 
13  I thank you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;  
marvellous are your works, my soul knows well. 
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Selections from the Old and New Testaments 
Choose one of these readings 
 
Isaiah 61:1-3 
The Good News of Deliverance 
 
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
   because the Lord has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
   to bind up the broken-hearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
   and release to the prisoners;  
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, 
   and the day of vengeance of our God; 
   to comfort all who mourn;  
to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
   to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
   the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
   the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 
 
Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-9 
The Destiny of the Righteous 
 
But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, 
and no torment will ever touch them.  
In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, 
and their departure was thought to be a disaster,  
and their going from us to be their destruction; 
but they are at peace.  
For though in the sight of others they were punished, 
their hope is full of immortality.  
Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good, 
because God tested them and found them worthy of himself;  
like gold in the furnace he tried them, 
and like a sacrificial burnt-offering he accepted them.  
In the time of their visitation they will shine forth, 
and will run like sparks through the stubble.  
They will govern nations and rule over peoples, 
and the Lord will reign over them for ever.  
Those who trust in him will understand truth, 
and the faithful will abide with him in love, 
because grace and mercy are upon his holy ones, 
and he watches over his elect.  
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Romans 8:31b-35, 37-39 
Nothing Can Separate Us From the Love of God 
 
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not 
withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything 
else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to 
condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, 
who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
I Corinthians 15:20-26,35-58 
 
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. For 
since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a 
human being; for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. But each in his own 
order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, 
when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and 
every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The 
last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
 
But someone will ask, ‘How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?’ Fool! 
What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, you do not sow the 
body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God gives it a 
body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. Not all flesh is alike, but there is 
one flesh for human beings, another for animals, another for birds, and another for fish. There 
are both heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is one thing, and that 
of the earthly is another. There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and 
another glory of the stars; indeed, star differs from star in glory. 
 
So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is 
imperishable. It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in 
power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is 
also a spiritual body. Thus it is written, ‘The first man, Adam, became a living being’; the last 
Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then 
the spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 
As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are 
those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear 
the image of the man of heaven. 
 

(continued on page 5) 
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What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will 
not all die, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 
changed. For this perishable body must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on 
immortality. When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on 
immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled: 
‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’  
‘Where, O death, is your victory? 
   Where, O death, is your sting?’  
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, 
because you know that in the Lord your labour is not in vain. 
 
Revelation 7:9-17 
The Multitude from Every Nation 
 
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!’  
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, 
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, singing, 
‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
and thanksgiving and honour 
and power and might 
be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’ 
 
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white, and where have 
they come from?’ I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that knows.’ Then he said to me, ‘These are 
they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb.  
For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
   and worship him day and night within his temple, 
   and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.  
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
   the sun will not strike them, 
   nor any scorching heat;  
for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, 
   and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’ 
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Selections from the Gospels 
Choose one of these readings  
 
John 5:24-29; 6:37-40 
 
Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life, 
and does not come under judgement, but has passed from death to life. 
 
‘Very truly, I tell you, the hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of 
the Son of God, and those who hear will live. For just as the Father has life in himself, so he has 
granted the Son also to have life in himself; and he has given him authority to execute 
judgement, because he is the Son of Man. Do not be astonished at this; for the hour is coming 
when all who are in their graves will hear his voice and will come out—those who have done 
good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of 
condemnation. Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and anyone who comes to 
me I will never drive away; for I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will 
of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that 
he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who 
see the Son and believe in him may have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last day.’ 
 
John 11:21-27 
 
Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even 
now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will 
rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 
Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they 
die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 
She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming 
into the world.’ 
 
John 14:1-7 
Jesus is the Way to the Father 
 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house 
there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I 
am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know 
the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do 
know him and have seen him.” 
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